
i.xn^tt I HEYote
l"r"u,oi I :oollt^ oloïHl,lo 

^ 
:oxxl

ofooool Â ;olNH:t{

â._i.Jl)c-.l ^u

J'rJl Jc)l 'à rl'ro
-1 l- r4

i-glfLr..t^tl cs{,

ll()\'rrunrc drr §Ilroc
llrrrr'tirc tlr I'l :rrsclürtt'r)x',tt Su!)i'nÇur,

rlc lir l{ellrcrclr Sci«rtiiirlur ct tlc I'ltrrtor'ltiurt

:.iLLJl

Jr

,+iiL ûjll Êt-yl f.i!r^ êJ+J.i lE lL

aSri y i-rst-:Jt+ (usnro) UsrJl a*"rlJ a,<,J".Il alq/ ùi érr-i ,-1i c-l,l3

a+"ii -,n g.o ô":La;*,Yl &i d)" eÉ,1/Jl .-r[ ar.iô Management Systems lnternational (MSD

$,.f,yp:;*+üg éJi**Jl ôUl 4iôàJ ô9.ra*9.JtaXtr,:tÂ:Jrll t-+r9;,* Jt+*.3 t+!:ft

.efblt l'rd C*.,liJl a.ôrte.-âl.r.o! a.ôLrll J*-Urtt

Ê+lrtJl f#.yÉ e 4lJ9lJ J{.rJ J{*-Jt{ JLæyt Ja, Ê<l<n1 ,rs-S'aàl Ua atsJrlt o^ J.tj'"[g

' 
.05 37 217608: $Jl ,.f.,t Jl e:lt;a-c,J.tdl ÊtJt JtJt

.é o+Ut a{+.t+,11 c,L,u*u}U 3*"+ Jr ô§ill oja A;3,-æà Ê-^r, ét Jirll .ôStJl e*ily

.f Lr4-yl9;llÂ.aiJl ü.bt-{. uâJt Js+r+ ,119$9

2025 ,J.,' 1 3

tlt o r 2l
a{/oJ.rJl d,t .t+J| tà1;ôsl-*Jt

It^3Jrtl t-+r9r53 Jt+^ ,3 ç.tdt a+^rr el" r)^ ô.:E:-,ÿJ e+jJl +t+ ef teJ.àdl

(lCT) - c.,Tl,+;Yl:



\.,êiàA +§19

:6oLly'l' ^rd '1

TALEEM Utr ç"';e _era :es;ll - (|fl) c,YLæYb c.L:Jrll t{?rg* Jto é uâl}l a-r+:u g. goE ,1

el J),l; ir lcl- Jtu" é.it+âJl c,!t-c ;,.,-Jt Jl;r«"g (USAID) aole*Jl a*^ülJ 15,'"1'l ilKeJl rra ù*"
.Management Systems lnternational (MSl) 6J,i J'1i u.§ oi+iji fs."j 4.{4J rJl crt^t+lJ \a:.

:g"[y']-âl.raï ,2

c,Kp go d,K!â DB g" Jt Jl Ê*lrrJl c,t -.,3I fuJàÉJl c.,Ç4.fl19 tuJ^àll c.l.r*\l *-:s .1

.ÂJrlJr a6;rxt L=. rrlsüJl

.û:*àa éÿt i*ôi dt Jl Ê*l*Jl c,L.*.,g é Â.irL*g +§ p.c.: .,-

C-9y<Dl Ê*ldJl c,Ç-io9 c,Y[æYll c,l uJ.',U to.. ysÉ ob'a" r:r'-] pao<a; p-c.r .e

.2*o!J1l c,l.:LçâJl9oYtæYl9c.,tal,ft !=.:lsÉc,lfu üJ r .)

:a.à.q*llcrlriJl .3

rj,".iyul dr h=5ls.r-c p.rru d!-1,-crr$t 4ÿ.tu)l &bfl el- .r-.:. ,3Jl 4.{.J rJl dul Ê*LrJl c.,1.*.,9

.:L3J,ll t{"r}t* Jt*" é a,^ *-:Il al$*It 31/3Ujra,ll yi/ea4lA,jthfl eÎ .r113Àl Â.r3,r=.o oia;!.

Jt+* ,3 -ldJl 5lr" .Jt ÿJ:i .dl 4*o:,o Jl dtJl Ê+ldJl ciL*.,,} .:JJjSg .-. 3*.hll ÊJL â-.,,r:a3 c,Yt-rYlj

.ciYL-:!ll .:t +lI !2rJÉ

:goEy'l, UL Cr"a4+Àll gill pç>9sus .4

.éyi rYt. 3 50,0003,j$^i rYir 1 00,000 us 6:!À :4*l I p3.>

.ej" er"^;,JJ utr*.":ar§Etl 6ill s.rc

:g.irllaÂJâ .5

:al;-"i .r;Çl J-1!!l;'ts. GRUMP é J++att :.*19$ aqJ,l

http ://bit. lv/4eL4aqv

rilp 15;3r ol r ai ..t*i g oÿ'l LrLJI éU.t ù". ilrail gg,-,ft Jr;r**" ag» Jtel :Çtill a..q*l

.zoz5

.ilJdl 9Lâ"JJ A4-,iJt i üKJl üJll Jt{! :âiJtill a,hrr I



SUMMARY

1,. Nolcr oF FUNDTNG OppoRruNtry (NOFO)

NUMBER

2. NOFO lssur Dnrr

Annual Prograrr Statement

216-507 4-01-2024- 01,4-A P S

Open Date

3. NOFO TtrLe

4. MSI ClrErur Rno

Pnrvr CorurRncr NuMerR

5. Arurcrpntto Tvpe or Awnno

6. MSI Pnorrcl Neur Ruo NurvstR

7a, SUBMISSIoN DUE DATE &TIVE
'78. 

QuESTIoNS AccEprED ue ro (Dnre & Ttvr)
7c. AppLtcnrur CorurrnrucE

DATE AND LoCATION

8. lNrrAL PERToD or PrRronuRruct

9. OPPoRTUN|TY ron RrruEwnl

ICT TALENT GRerurs - MoROCCO

u sA I D G S00Q14OA DU 138 I 7200AA 18M0014

ln-Kind Grants

Teaching and Learning for Education Excellence in the
Middle East (TALEEM)

Ongoing Until December 31, 2025

On an Ongoing Basis, with Responses Posted to ...

Multiple Dates and Times to be Announced to
Registe red Parties

Yes, Refer to Renewals Section

1,. lNTRoDUgiloN

The Teaching and Learningfor Education Excellence in the Middle East and NorthAfrica (TALEEM)is a

United States Agency for lnternational Development (USAID)-funded project designed to advance student

learning and success in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is implemented by Management Systems

lnternational(MSl).

TALEEM's MENA ICT Talent Development lnitiative is a two-year USAID-funded activity to develop ICT

tale nt across Morocco through grants to Moroccan universities and training ce nte rs. lCTTale nt G rants are

intended to equitably develop ICT talent and open standards preferences through ICT certification

sponsorships and knowledge exchanges as well as the development of ICT courses.

Moroccan public universities interested in launching new ICT initiatives (e.g. Public HEls of ICT and

ComputerScience engineering in under-privileged areas with newly established lCTCenters of Excellences

are highly encouraged to apply) outside of major metropolitan areas are highly encouraged to apply.

Special atte ntion will be given to unive rsities with computer engineering programs that host a signif icant

numberof studentsfrom disadvantaged backgrounds or that serve remote, undeserved and/orisolated

regions. Please reference the evaluation criteria in section 2a. The initiative will also support proposals

that integrate a public-private partnership between public universities and local Moroccan lCTcompanies,

allowing these students to benefit from a work-study program in a professional setting.

RFA/APS No. ### page 1 of 10
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This grants program is funded by USAID and is authorized in accordance with the Foreign Assistance Act.

lssuance of APS does not constitute an award commitment on the part of MSl, nordoes it commit MSI to

pay for the prices incurred in the preparation and submission of concept notes or preparation of full

applications. MSI re se rve s the right to f u nd all or non e of the a pp lications rece ived. All pre pa ratio n and

submission costs are at the applicant's expense.

a. PnocRnv oBJECTIvES

The TALEEM lCTTalent Development lnitiative encompasses three primary goals:

- Funding U.S.-tech based lCTnetworking and digital certifications to equip students for various

industry roles. This includes providing essential lab equipment and software to selected

universities and higher education institutions (HEls) through partnerships with leading U.S. tedr

companies. US technology companies may include Cisco, Microsoft, lBM, Google, Amazon Web

Services (AWS), and others,
- Supportingthe training and certification of professors in highereducation institutions (HEls)to

deliver imProved conte nt.

. Support the design and development of ICT courses for universities and online platforms

(MOOCs), thus increasing accessibility and flexibility for students, particularly those with limited

English proficiencY,

The initiative also aims to build the capacity of government ministries and local authorities by upskilling

them in ICT and emerging technologiesthrough collaboration with the private sector. Public-private

partnerships with Moroccan ICT companies are also encouraged'

b,' Anras or lrurERvrruttolt:

Grant applications should foôus on at least one of the following areas

1. tcT Scholarships and certificotions lor students and Professors

o Objective: To sponsor professors and high-performing students in the MENA region,

providing them with access to U.S.-based ICT networking and digital certifications. This

initiative focuses on inclusivity, and the integration of women, religious and ethnic

minorities, and individuals with disabilities, as well as strengthening employment

opportunities in the public and private sectors and entrepreneurship.
o Activities: The grants will fund certifications from industry leaders such as Cisco, lBM,

Google, and Microsoft. Additionally, they will provide necessary US-Tech ICT lab

equipment and software to selected HEls, ensuring that students have access to state -of-

the-art technology. Potentialscholarships will also be supported to foster exchange,

encourage innovation and practical application of skills'

. Expected Outcomes: lncreased number of certified students, enhanced diversity in the

ICT workforce, improved quality of education through better-equipped laboratories, and

stronger partnerships between Moroccan universities and U.S. tech companies.

2. Design ond Development of Higher Education ICT Courses

RFA/APS No, ###
page 2 of 10



Objective: To support the creation of lCT-related courses at universities and through

online platforms (MOOCs), in collaboration with U,S. and MENA private sector partners.

Activities: The grants will fund the development of new courses and the adaptation of

existing ones to be delivered both in-person and online. This includes providing resources

for course development, ensuring availability in both English and French in addition to

Arabic, and integrating industry-relevant content such as cybersecurity, artificial

intelligence, cloud computing, and emergingtechnologies. Partnerships with platforms

like Coursera, edX, and Edraak will be leveraged to expand reach and flexibility'

Expected Outcomes: lncreased access to high-quality ICT education for students and

young professionals, improved curriculum standards at participating universities, and

greatàr alignment of academic programs with industry needs, thereby enhancing

employability of grad uates.

c. Cnoss-currtrue CorustoERATloNS :

Grants issued under the TALEEM lcT lnitiative should address several cross-cutting themes to ensure

holistic development and sustainability of the ICT sector in the MENA region' These considerations

include:
o lnclusivity and Diversity: Ensure that grants target dive rse groups, including wome n, religious and

ethnic minorities, and individuals with disabilities. Applicants must demonstrate how their

proposed activities will inclusively engage thesegroups. This could include tailored outreach

strategies, provision of accessible learning materials, and specific incentives to encourage

participation f rom u nd e rre prese nted com mu n ities'

r Environmental Sustainability: Promote environmentally friendly practices in ICT education and

capacity-building initiatives, Proposals should incorporate sustainable practices such as energy-

efficient equipment, electronic waste management plans, and the use of digital resources to

minimize paper consumption. Applicants are encouraged to detail how they will minimize

environmental impact and promote sustainability in their activities.

o Gender and youth Leadership: Foster leadership among women and youth in lCT-related

projects. Grants should prioritize activities that empowerwomen and youth to take on significant

ieadership roles. This can include leadership training programs, mentorship opportunities, and

specific roles for women and youth in project implementation and decision-making processes.

r public-private partnerships: Leverage the expertise and resources of private sector partners to

enhance the effectiveness of ICT initiatives. Proposals should highlight existing or potential

partnerships with u,s, and MENA private sector companies. These partnerships can provide

access to cutting-edge technology, industry insights, and additional funding opportunities.

Applicants should detail how these collaborations will be structured and managed to maximize

impact.
o Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning (MEL): Ensure continuous improvementand accountability

through robust MEL frameworks. Proposals must include comprehensive MELplans that outline

how activities will be monitored and evaluated, This should include specific indicators for succes,

data collection methods, and mechanisms for incorporating feedback and lessons learned into

ongoing and future activities.
r Digital Literacy and Accessibility: En ha nce d igita I lite racy a nd e nsu re accessibility of ICT resou rces

and training. Applicants should propose strategies to improve digital literacy among participants,

RFA/APS No. ###
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particularly those with limited prior exposure to lCT. This includes developing user-friendÿ
mate rials, offering basic digital skills training, and ensu ring that online resources are accessible to
individ uals with disabilities.

o Addressing Programmatic Gaps: Focus on gaps in existing programming in terms of the types of
activities and target groups, Applicants must demonstrate that the activity type is not being
conducted and the target group is not being reached by the applicant or any other organization
or donor in the target area,

o Commitment to Safety and Sustainability: Demonstrate that the applicant has established
procedures and processes in place to do no harm in implementation of the proposed activities to
workers, participants, beneficiaries, and the community, while also emphasizingthe commitment
to environmentally friendly practices in the proposed activities.

2. INSTRUCTIoNS To APPLICANTS:

Anygrant awards resulting fromthis APS will be made in line with USAID'sADS 302.3.5,6, "Grants Under

Contracts" and will adhere to ADS Chapter 303, "Grants and Cooperative Agreements to Non-
Governmental Organizations", the project's grants manual, as well as any special terms and conditions
specified in this APS.

TALEEM will review applications on the basis of the criteria and instructions set forth as follows in this
document. To be considered foraward, applicants must respond to all of the requests and requirements
of this application to the best of their ability, includingthose which must be provided through MSI'sonline
grants and procurement system, GRUMP,

a. EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR AWARD

Applications that are considered e ligible (see Section lll below), that conform to the req uirements stated

in this APS, and that are received before the end of this APS will be evaluated for award on the basis of
the Evaluation Criteria set forth below.

Evaluation criteria
Technicat Approach.
Does the application respond to a critical need identified by the proposed target
community and beneficiary group, particularly in the context of the current ICT

education and capacity-strengthening challenges in the MENA region?

Doestheproposalpresentevidencethatthisneedexistsandisnotbeingaddressedby
other donor-funded programs or related efforts?
Doesthe application addresstarget beneficiaries not reached or severely underserved

by other donor-funded programs or initiatives?
Arethetargetcommunitiesand beneficiariesthe mostin needof assistance,focusing

on inclusivity and diversity, environmental sustainability, digital literacy, and

accessibility as well as the priorities outlined in the program description section.
Will the proposed activities achieve tangible, visible resultsforindividuals in the target
communities within 3 to 6 months after grant award, ensuring sustainability of ICT

equipment and fostering leadership among youth, both young men and women and

young people with disabilities?
Coherence.

Points

30

2 20

RFA/APS No. ### page 4 of 10
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How well do the proposed certifications and actlvities align with and support the

curre nt cu rriculu m and ed ucational obje ctives?

ls there a clear and logical connection between the certifications, the proposed

activities, and the requested equipment?
Does the proposal demonstrate that the proposed activities will effectively utilize the

provided resources to achieve the desired educationaloutcomes?
3 Sustainability. 20

Does the applicant propose an approach that ensures the sustainable use and

maintenance of ICT equipment in the target community or with the target group?

Does evidence indicate thatthe approach is likely to succeed and be maintained over

time?
4 Organizational Capability and Leadership. 15

Does the applicant demonstrate the ability to effectively implement the proposed

activities in accordance with USAID/MSI TALEEM, and other relevant requirements?

5 Maximizing Benefits to the Community. 15

Do the proposed costs maximize benefits to the community and beneficiaries,

including, as appropriate, providing short-term employment to critical groups (ie:

youth, young people with disabilities) and minimize overall management and

operational costs?

TOTAL 1.00

TALEEM/MSI's Grant Evaluation Committee will review and evaluate each concept paper based on the

criteria described above. Concept notes will be reviewed based on the orderof their submission, with

priority given to those received first. Successfulapplicants will be requestedto submit a full application

package including the final concept paper, detailed cost proposal, implementation plan and milestones

sched u le.

To apply, follow the following instructions:

j- Read the entire contents of this APS documentto make sure you understand the scope of the

program, what types of activities and who is eligible, and other considerations.

2 Register in GRUMP. GRUMP is MSI's online Grants and Procurements Management System to

manage the process of soliciting, evaluating, selecting and issuing awards. Follow the instructions

provided in this link to registerin GRUMP and you may also watch this YouTube videofor more

detailed instructions.
3 Prerequisites.AllofferorsinterestedinsubmittingproposalsinresponsetotheAPSmustreview

and accept the requirements listed in the "Prerequisites" section of this business opportunity in

MSIGRUMP.

4 AskquestionsviaGRUMP.Submitquestionsseparatelyviathe"Questions"boardsectionof this

opportunity in GRUMP.

5 Complete the Concept Paperlemplate in full. Concept papers can be submitted in French or

English using the appropriate template. Please read the concept paper instructions carefully and

complete the template in fullin GRUMP.

6 Uploadyourconceptpaperincludingsimplifiedcostproposaltothe"submissions"sectionof this

business opportunity in GRUMP

RFA/APS No. ### page 5 of 10



What happens after I apply?

1 TALEEM will review and score your concept paper in accordance with the scoring criteria

. I presented above.lf the application receives more than 60 points, it will be discussed with ,

', ', TALEEM and USA|Dforfitwith projectpriorities and ensure no duplication with otherUSA|D l

I I or other efforts. As part of the review process, TALEEM may request additional inf ormation ,

or ask clarifying questions.
. 2 , Successfulapplicants at the concept paperstage will be provided with f urthertemplates and

, instructionstodevelopafull application.Acceptanceoftheconceptpaperdoesnotconstitute
: anÿ commitment to eventually award a grant. All final grant applications must be approved

by USAID.

à , Ùnrr.."ssful applicants can reguest feedback and are welcome to submit another concept

. . .p?per while this AfS rema.!19 -op-e.! ...

3. AwaRo lruronvRrtou:

a. TYPE OF AWARD

MSI anticipates awarding a Fixed-amount award or ln-kind award, or a combination of the two, to meet

the ôbjectives detailed in Section 1a. lf you are unfamiliar with these types of grants, please request

additionalinformation from TALEEM by asking a question in GRUMP'

b. NUMBERAND SIZE OF AWARD

Grants to be awarded underthis NOFO may vary in size from USD 100,000 to USD 350,000. A grant of a

value lower or higher than this range, as well as grants renewal, may be considered based on the

discretion of the Grant Evaluation Committee (GEC), Applicants are encouraged to apply for a grant size

thatcanbemanagedwithintheirorganization'scurrentcapabilities, TALEEManticipatesissuanceof 2to
5 grants underthis APS in Morocco, with the exact number of grants subject to change based on available

f u nds, successf u I app lica nts, a nd p rogram matic priorities'

c. EXPECTED PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE OF AWARD

We expect most awards to be three to six months, although some grants could be issued for shorter or

longer periods if the proposed activity is ascertained to require a longeror shorterduration. Renewal

grants may also be allowed per clause (d) below.
d. RENEWATS

Awards made underthis NOFO may be eligible for annualrenewals providing a possibility of a subsequent

award to receive additional support for the project for succeeding periods, activities, or milestones, if so

determined by MSl. The overall period of the grant, including all renewals, shall not exceed the period of

performance of the USAID prime award under which this NOFO and resulting awards shall be made.

MSI shall inform the Awardee approximately 30 days before the end of the period of performance of the

initial grant if the said awardee will be eligible to apply for a renewalgrant. Funding of any renewal period

or expansion of activities is contingent on the following:
o TALEEM programmatic needs;

o satisfactory progress towards meeting the award objectives and demonstrated results;

r Availability of funds;
o Submittalof required reports; and

r Compliance with the terms and conditions of the award, including the conditions for renewal.

RFA/APS No. ### page 6 of 10
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lf informed by TALEEM, Awardee will submit a detailed workplan for the renewal period along with a

detailed budget to be considered for the renewal opportunity.
e. CONSORTIUMS

Organizations may form consortiums to apply for this grant as long as there is a primary leading

organization to enter into a binding agreement with MSI/TALEEM'

4. Ette rattttv Cnlrrntn FoR AwARD (PLrnsr REVIEW THE "PRERrQUtstrES" SEcrloru orultNr)

a. ELIGIBLE ENTITIES

Applicants must be Moroccan public Higher Education lnstitutions(HEl) of ICT and ComputerScience

engineering with a recent history of implementing activities in the focus areas of this NOFO. Moroccan

public HEls of ICT and ComputerScience engineering in under-privileged areas with newly established ICI

Centers of Excellences are highly encouraged to apply.

b. INEL]GIBLE ENTITIES

The following are not eligible for grant support: political parties or organizations; organizations that

advocate, promote or espouse anti-democratic policies or illegal activities; faith-based organizations

whose programs and services discriminate based on religion, and whose main objective of the grant is of

a religious nature; and any entity whose name appears on the:
o List of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement and Non-Procurement Programs

( https://www.sam.gov);
. Specially Designated Nationals List

(http ://sdnsearch.ofac.treas.eov/Dgf ault.aspx ); and

r The United Nations Security Council lSlL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaida Sanctions List

(https;//www.un.orglsecuritvcouncil/sanctions/1267/aq sanctions list).

Governmentaland quasi-governmentalorganization are not eligible to apply, including entities controlled

all or in part by the Palestinian Authority.
c. ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

a. Activities that are e ligible for f u nding in clude those that su p port the objectives stated in

this NOFO and the goals of the TALEEM Project. Any purchases or activities that are not
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this Grants Program are considered ineligible

activities.
o Specific cost items that are unallowable under a grant include: profit or fee; application

preparation costs; payment of debts; political elections; fees for public and elected government

officials; fines and penalties; creation of endowments; military equipment; surveillanæ

equipment; commodities and services for support of police and other law enforcement

activities; abortion equipment and services; luxury goods and gambling equipment; parties or

"re prese ntation" expenses; purchases of restricted goods w ithout prior USAID approval, such as

agricultural commodities, motor vehicles, pharmaceuticals, pesticides, used equipment, and

fertilizer; and purchases of goods or services from any firm or individual whose name appears

on the lists of lneligible Entities above.
r P roject activities can only start afte r signatu re of the gra nt agree me nt between the a pp licant

and TALEEM. Costs incurred beforesigning of the grant agreementwill not be reimbursed,

unless previously approved in writing by the MSI Director of Contracts and Grants or their

designee,

RFA/APS No. ### page 7 of 10
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5. OTHER APPLICATION GUIDELINES AND NOTICES

The following conditions, guidelines and notices are included to assist you in preparing a competent
application. All of them should be reflected in your submission.

a. TANGUAGE

Offerors shall provide all proposal documentation in English, Arabic or French.

b. souRcE AND NATTONAUTY (USAID)

The USAID authorized geographic code for the procurement of goods and services under MSI's contract

is 937 (Code 937 is defined as the United States, the cooperating/recipientcountry, and developing

countries otherthan advanced developing countries, and excluding prohibited sources). A current list of
eligible countries and further information on Source and Nationality may be found at

www. u said. gov/ads/policy / 30Ol 310.
Applicants must agree that no services will be rendered through a service provider in any fqreign policy

restricted country or any designated "prohibited source".

c. MODIFICATION AND WITHDRAWAT OF THE NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY (NOFO)

MSI reserves the rightto modify by written notice the terms of this NOFO at any time in its sole discretion.
MSI also reserves the right to withdraw this NOFO at any time-with or without statement of cause-
priorto actual award.

d. Prohibition on Contracting for Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance Serviæs

or Equipment (Aug 2020)
r Definitions. As used in this clause-

o Covered foreign country means The People's Republic of China.

o Covered telecommunications equipment or services means equipment produced

or services provided by the following companies or their subsidiaries/affiliates:

Huawei Technologies Company, ZTE Corporation, Hytera Communications

Corporation, Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Company, or Dahua

Technology Company. Also included in this definition are telecommunications or
video surveillance equipment or services produced or provided by an entity
reasonably believed to be owned or controlled by, or otherwise connected to, the

government of a covered foreign country.
o Prohibition, U.S. regulation prohibits procuring or obtaining or extending or renewing a

contract to procure or obtain, any equipment, system, or service that uses covered

telecommunications equipment or se rvices as a substantialor esse ntialcomponent of any

system, or as critical technology as part of any system, The grantee is prohibited from using

grant funds to procure any equipment, system, or service that uses covered

telecommunications equipment or services as a substantialor essentialcomponent of any

system, or as critical technology as part of any system, unless an exception or waiver is
provided my MSl.

o Reporting requirement. ln the event the grantee identifies covered telecommunications

equipment or se rvices during grant imple me ntation, or the grantee is notified of such by a

subcontractorat any tier or by any othersource, the grantee shall inform MSI within one

business day from the date of such identification or notification and await further
instruction.

e. CONFIDENTIALIW OF INFORMATION

RFA/APS No. ### page B of 10
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lnformation pertainingto MSl, TALEEM, USAID and USAID's partners obtained by the Applicant as a result
of participation in this NOFO is conf idential and shall not be disclosed at any time without prior written
authorization from MSI's authorized representative.

f. SAM UEI IS REQUIRED FORAWARDS (REQUIRED FORAWARDS ABOVE USD 25,0fi))

Unique Entity ldentifier REQUIRED FORAWARDSABOVE USD 25,000The approved concept note applicant

must obtain a U nique Entity ldentif ier (U El) f rom the U.S. Government at http://SAM.gov.To obtain a U El

please sign in or create a new account at SAM,gov, A step-by-step training video guide is also linked here

to help you obtain a UElthrough SAM.gov: https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=0uvlYNAslNF
An exception to this requirement can only be made by MSI's Director of Contracts and Grants

Management.

c. DONOR REQUIRED FIOW-DOWN CLAUSES

Selected applicants must comply with the donor required rules and regulations in Annex A.

Applicants are encou raged to review these requ ired rules and regulations to ensure that they will be able

to comply with them if an award is made.

h. Fnnuo RepoRrrue

Should any person demand/request consideration in exchange of this NOFO or promises successful

selection in exchange for consideration, please contact ethics@msi-inc.com.

i" PRE.AWARDCERTIFICATIONS

Before receiving any USAID grants, successful applicants are expected to provide certif ications as required

by US legislation. A copy of all certifications can be found for review at ADS Chapter 303: A Mandatory

Reference - Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements of the Recipient (usaid.gov) or Reviewthe

attached Annex A * G rants Pre-Award Certifications Applicants are required to familiarize the mselves with

the following:
r Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers for Covered Countries and lndividuals

(ADS 206).

r Certification Regarding Support to Terrorists
o Certification Regarding Traff icking in Persons.

o Certification Regarding Lobbying (22 CtR 227l'.

Successf u I applicants will be req uested to su bm it the ir f u ll application package includ ing the f inal concept

paper, detailed cost proposal, implementation plan and milestones schedule.

ANNEX A. DONOR FLOW-DOWN CLAUSES AND MANDATORY CERTIFICATIONS

DONOR REQUIRED FLOW-DOWN CLAUSES

Selected applicants must comply with the following USAID and US Government required rules and

regulations:
. Any resulting award will be subjectto the Standard Provisions for Non-U.S. Non-Governmental

Organizations at USA|DAutomated Directives System (ADS), which may be found online at ADS

Reference 303mab I Document I U.S. Agencv for lnternational Development (usaid.gov) or are

available on request.
e Standard ProvisionsforU.S. and Non-U.S. Nongovernmentalorganizations receivingafixed amount

award can be accessed at Standard Provisions for Fixed Amount Awards to Nongovernmer'[al

Organizations - A Mandatory Reference for ADS Chapter 303 (usaid.gov)

e The following U,S. Government regulations shall serve as the primary reference for U.S.

organizations for any questions regarding policies, procedures, and allowable costs, not specifically

addressed elsewhere in this Award:
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o 2 CFR 200, Subpart E, Cost Principles (available at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2014-title2-
voll/pdf/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-part200-subpartE.pdf) or
48 CFR part 31 (available at: www.gpo.eovfdsys/pke/CFR-2011-title48-vol1/pdf/CFR-201"1-
title48-vol1"-part3L. pdf ), as applicable

o 2 CFR 200, Subpart F, Audit Requirements (available at: www.gpo.eovfdsvs/pke/CFR-2014
title2-vol1"/pdflcFR-2014-title2-vol1-part200-subpartF.pdf ), as applicable.

Applicants are encouraged to reviewthese required rules and regulationsto ensure thattheywill be able

to comply with them if an award is made.
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